INDIAN ECONOMICS
opportunities for the cultivation of nearly all the temperate, tropical,
and sub-tropical fruits.
While good varieties of all types of fruit exist, reliable agencies
for their multiplication and distribution have not been organized.
The position in many respects is the same as regards vegetable seeds.
It is desirable that the growers of fruits and vegetables should have a
guarantee that the young trees and seeds they purchase are of good
quality. It is suggested that probably the best solution of this difficult
problem would be for Agricultural Departments to use every means
in their power to encourage the establishment of k recognized' nursery-
men for the production of young fruit trees and vegetable seeds.
Packing, transport and marketing are imporant factors connected
with the development of fruit production. These matters require
immediate attention. Stress is laid on the need for development of
fruit preservation in its widest sense. A comprehensive and authorita-
tive account of the fruits in India should be compiled and published,
with the object of providing in a handy form information on the different
fruits and the different aspects of the fruit industry.
FISHERIES
In India, where the per capita intake of meat and milk is small,
fish has special importance as a supplement to ill-balanced cereal diets;
it must be given a prominent position in the * protective' group. The
present supply of fish is totally inadequate ; the development of fisheries
is one of the jnost promising means of improving the diet of the people.
Short-term programmes for the development of fisheries cannot yield
results of permanent value unless they are supplemented by extensive
long-term research programmes. Basic biological and ecological re-
search is needed so that resources can be fully estimated, the most
valuable fishing groundsi discovered and charted, and plans for develop-
ment based on accurate knowledge of piscine distribution, migration
and life history.
The whole problem of suitable fishing craft and tackle requires
investigation. Extensive research is needed to improve inland fisheries.
Communications, transport and marketing facilities must be studied
and investigations made into the methods of preserving and processing
fish.
The fish-liver oil industry, initiated in Madras, should be placed
on a firmer basis.
The Government of India should undertake the responsibility of
stimulating and co-ordinating the development of the fishing industry.
The Indian Central Fish Committee and the Central Fishery Research
Institute, proposed by the Fish Sub-Committee of Policy Committee
No 5 on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, can fulfil many of the same
functions ia regard to fisheries as the Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research does in the field of agricultural development.
The Fishery Departments of provinces and States, where such
departments exist, have, in a majority of cases, accomplished little
because of inadequate staff and resources and lack of scientific data.
If progress is to be made, it is essential that Provincial Governments
should have, not only a strong directorate including well-trained experts
and the necessary research units, but also an adequate and efficient
subordinate ground staff.
The  lack of trained workers  of  all  grades  is  the most  serious